HIS   VERSATILITY                 5
c the Odeon to the assembled actors and actresses, t id before a most critical audience had gone t rough the terrible strain of trying to improvise t .e fifth act, which was not yet written. lie i id Gozlan went straight from the hot atmo-i -here of the theatre to refresh themselves in I ,e cool air of the Luxembourg Gardens. Here ^ e should expect one of two things to happen. ] ither Balzac would be depressed with the 111-,< recess of his fifth act, at which, according to
<  -ozlan,  he had acquitted  Jiimself so   badly that .' ladame Dorval, the principal actress, refused to 1 Ice  a role in the play ; or, on the other  hand, 1 .s   sanguine  temperament   would  cause   him   to
<  t'rerlook the drawbacks, and to think only of the
<  ithusiasm with which the first four acts had been : iceived.    Neither of these two things took place.
talzac "ivy pensait deja plus." He talked with lie greatest eagerness of the embellish merits he .ad proposed to M. Deeazes for his palace, and specially of a grand spiral staircase, which was to sad from the centre of the Luxembourg Gardens o the Catacombs, so that these migl.it be shown o visitors, and become a source of profit to Paris. Jut of his play lie said nothing.
The reader of uLettre,s a FEtratigere," which are written to the woman with whom Balzac was iass.ioiiate.ly in love, and whom lie afterwards married, may, perhaps, at first sight congratulate timself on at last understanding in some degree he great author's character and mode of life. If